Wordpress Minisite News Aggregator in 15 Minutes

Minisites for your Domains come in many differeatrhs. One that has become popular
is taking a niche and building a news aggregatimgud/ordpress and the
FeedWordpress Plugin which is built specificallyaggregate RSS feeds from sources
that you choose. This How-To Create A Wordpressi$iten Tutorial will show you how
to create a Wordpress Minisite aggregating news fgpecific topic, in this case using
Cpanel and Fantastico.

Now | should make it clear that | do not use tlisifat often, but there are times that
people may want to be able to do more than paik page and do not have content, it is
always wise to read the terms and conditions cdeaf the RSS feeds that you choose to
aggregate, many do not allow reuse on commerded,sand many, like the one | use for
this example, do not provide content and rathey behdlines.

For those not familiar with using web hosting seegi Cpanel is a point and click
interface to manage your various web hosting fomsti You can manage everything
from email accounts to statistics software fromeasy to use web interface. As much as
| used to really like getting into the code andarg | really appreciate the ease of use
of tools such as this. Fantastico is an add-onpg@n€l that allows for point and click
installation of scripts and applications such agdgcess blogging software. There are
other scripts in the market that provide the saumetionality as Cpanel but it really is
the leading vendor for this space.

So, before we get started with the actual miniiation there are several things that
have to be done before we can start the processy bfahese items are one time items
that you will reuse across minisites.

1) You must have created your domain on the servas. grocess is above and
beyond this How-To’s scope due to various optiangHis.

2) You must of switched your DNS to point to the pnop®&S servers for you web
hosting provider.

3) You must have your Google Adsense ID

4) You must download the FeedWordpress Plug-in

5) You must download the Wordpress Prosense Theme

6) You will need to follow the instructions in the Bemse theme for adding your
Google Adsense ID. This Wordpress theme makesyte@sy by separating out
the Adsense locations into separate files for regliti

Note that items 3 — 6 are one time actions thatcayureuse many times over and really
are prep work for building multiples of sites.

To download the FeedWordpress Plug-In go to:
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/feedwordpress/




To download the Prosense theme go to:
http://www.doshdosh.com/prosense-adsense-readyhsene/

The Prosense theme by DoshDosh.com is an Adseady tleeme that provides solid
CTR for minisites from my experience. Althoughstriot really the flashiest or most
visually compelling theme, at the end of the dayisltes are being used to generate
revenue and as such CTR is an important considerati

For this example | am going to be using the dométroStLouis.net for an example of
creating a quick news aggregator for the localL&uis area. | will only be adding one
RSS feed for the example, but the point of thibhié you can add multiples and become
an all in one source for news for a specific nitdpsc.

First off lets create the Wordpress blog, we waéed to log in to Cpanel and then select
Fantastico to start the process, normally you @olih going to
YOURDOMAINNAME.com/cpanel . Here is an exampleesmn after logging in:
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You can see Fantastico in the lower right hand@orviou will want to click that icon:
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MySQL databases.
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Once in you will see the screen above, you willaeeenu on the left hand side that has
the various scripts that can be installed withva éécks. Wordpress is towards the top on
the left. Click the Wordpress link.
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WordPress

Short description: Wordpress is 3 blogging softvars vith 2 focus
Gn ease of use, elegance, performance, and standards vith =
huge selection of themes and plugins.

Homepage: http:// wordpress.ora/

WordPress support forum
(We are not associated with the support forum]

New Installation (2
Disk space requirad
Disk space availsble:

Current installations:

None

After clicking the Wordpress link you will see thbove screen, click the New
Installation link.
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Install WordPress (1/3)

Installation location

Install on domain metrostlouis.net

Installin directory
Leave empty to install in the root directory of the domain (access
@xample: http://d )
Enter anly the dirsctory name to install in & diractary (for

ttp:/ /domain/name/ enter name only). This directary SHOULD
NOT exist, it vill be automatically craated!

Admin access data
Administretor-username (you need
this to enter the protected admin
area)

Password (you need this to enter
the protected admin area)

Base configuration




Now you will start to fill in some of the parametdor your Wordpress installation, do
not worry, it's not technical at all. Here are tteans you will fill in:

Install on Domain: In most cases this will stay the default dométet, in this case
MetroStLouis.net

Install In Directory : If you are making this the main purpose of the gou can leave
this blank, if you already have a site on this dion@and want to add a blog you would
choose the directory you want the blog to be itedah. For this example it will stay
blank.

Administrator User Name: Pick a username to be able to login to the WastpAdmin
Panel.

Administrator Password: Password for the above admin account.

Admin Nickname: Choose the name you would like to show up whekimggposts to
your blog.

Admin E-mail: Pick an account that you would want to receiotfications of various
events (i.e. comment postings)

Site Name Try to make this SEO friendly. Some people mayéethis the domain name
itself as is the default. For this test site | vedl making mine Metro St. Louis News

Description: Also, try to make this SEO friendly. In this cdseill be using Metro St.

Louis News and Weather.

NOTE: For this basic example | did not do full SEg3earch but am using these terms as
placeholders for showing the how-to of building tiesvs aggregator.



After all data is input you will hit the Install Widpress button at the bottom of the
screen.

/2 cPanel X - Windows Intemet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Google |[Gl+ E Go |y @ v | FaRimt (5306 blocked | % Check ~ ' Autolink + - Autofill [u Send tox (@ Settings~

Q) Stumble | &y Ilikeit! @ | @ FSendto v (| @ D OB Al-| | Favorites [ Friends | Tools

P | @ cPancix = S M or B v @ v 2 Page v £ Tooks v &
B

Y

= o
cPanel X" D‘Q

WordPress

Install WordPress (2/3)
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Click on Finish installation to continue.
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You will then see the above screen, at this padot gre ready to finish Wordpress
installation by pressing the Finish Installatioritbn.

The next screen will verify that the installatiancomplete.

After the Wordpress installation is correct youlweed to upload the Prosense theme to
the Wordpress themes directory. Normally this isedthrough FTP but can also be done
through file managers you may have in your corpiesiel.

The Wordpress themes directory is located normaltize directory:

public_html/wp-content/themes



Here is an example of the FTP program | am usiogvgiy the Wordpress and Web
Server directory structure.

17 CONTACTE.. 4/9/200911:21 PM
123 GEMRCFile  4/9/200911:21 PM
LANG File 4/9/200911:21 PM

13 LASTLOGIN.. 4/9/2009 11:56 PM
658 ZSHRC File 4/9/2009 11:21 PM “PW-r-r--




Here | am showing the directory contents of thelipubtml directory.



Here is the wp-content directory.

Here are the pre-installed themes within the thedimegtory.



You will upload the Prosense theme directory ihi Themes directory, below is an
example of the upload process with the FTP prodrase. Note the Prosense Blue theme
on the left being uploaded to the Themes directory.



After the theme is uploaded you will now want tgifoto the Wordpress Admin panel by
going to YOURDOMAINNAME.com/wp-admin



In the below picture you will see the standard VWoeds dashboard, we want to first
select the theme we just uploaded, you will wardlick on the link for “Appearance” on
the left.



After click the Appearance link you will see a smehat shows the various themes
installed. You will want to click on the ProSenskid8Theme.

After click on the theme you will want to click @he Activate link in the upper right
hand corner.



After doing that you should then see the themectsdeas the current theme as shown
below.

After doing this it is usually best to delete thrks that are automatically installed by
Wordpress, you can do this by clicking on the litdds on the right side menu.



You will then click on the checkmark next to “Nante’bulk select the links.

Then next to the apply button select the optiorCielete and click Apply.



At this point the links should all be deleted aswh below.



After finishing that task it is now time to modifyfew settings within Wordpress. Select
the settings link on the left hand side of the sore



You will now select, from under the settings memulee left, the link for Permalinks.
Permalinks are the links to the various posts ydluhave in your Wordpress installation.

You will want these to be more search engine fiigtithn the default, which is shown
below.

You will want to select the custom structure opta@nshow below and insert
[%postname%/ as show below, this makes the post tlaenlink that will be show in the
address bar and also what Google will see as time éd the link.

You will also want to set the Category base anddasg as well, this is the base
directory that Wordpress will show for tags ancegaties. Example:
MetroStLouis.net/StLouisNews/MyCategory/NameOfPost



You will then want to click on save changes and willisee the results as in the below
screen. It is possible in some cases that you reagt to change the file permissions of

the .htaccess file to make it writeable. In red&foirdpress versions this has not been an
issues for me.



After moving past the base Wordpress settings naswtime to upload the
FeedWordpress plugin. It is also possible to de d@liiin one step when uploading the
theme but for completeness | have done it sepgriasité¢his How-To.

You will see below that | am uploading the FeedWoeds plugin into the Wordpress

plugins directory that is located in the wp-contdinéctory same as the themes directory
was.

After uploading the theme you will also need toasul the Magpie RSS functions. These
update the standard Wordpress RSS functions, #resacluded in the FeedWordpress
distribution. When uploading you will likely getraessage asking if you want to
overwrite the files that already exist, you willmtdao accept this and finish the upload.



After the upload is finished you will now need wigate the plugin. You do this by
selecting Plugins in the left hand menu of the Vjgoeds Admin panel.

You will select the FeedWordpress Plugin and thedecs activate, after this is done you
should see the screen below.



After active you will want to select the settingemu on the left side of the screen.



You will then select the link for Syndication (umdbe settings menu).

I normally set the settings to update automatioagry 10 minutes, | also like to limit
update process time to 30 seconds to decrease tmade



Above and below you can see the various ways ligord this. You can choose the
options based on your needs.

More examples of settings below.



After you have configured the options select theedautton.

Now you will want to select the Syndication butetrthe bottom of the left menu (not in
the settings menu).



You will want to cut and paste the RSS feed yoeddbr your news aggregation content
into the Add New Source field on the right handesidl the screen and click on the
Syndicate button.



You will then confirm the details and click on UBkis Feed button.

Now you will want to update your feed. At this poyou are create the first posts in your
site. You will check the box next to your feed dhe click update selected.

Example after being selected below.



Here are the results, you can see that 8 artiokze posted.



Now it is time to visit your site, you can see lyelilne example | used for this. The feed |
used only provides headlines, you may find feeds phovide more content. Also, you
can select themes that may not provide as highTéf But look more news focused.

At this point you can begin building links and pratng your site. You will likely want
to add more RSS feeds to the site to make it mioagtrmie aggregator. But from start to
finish it takes me less than 15 minutes to turn @irthese up.

There are a few other things that should can be d@help make sure your site is ready.
| will be making future posts on my blog concernkayword research for your topic and
gathering of RSS feeds for the news aggregator.

To be clear, this is not unique content, if youlaméding a news aggregator your value is
in providing a single source for news related taryaiche.

For more info on Minisites visBruceMarler.com




